Epilogue

Coxyde Military Cemetery

Here ends the last known diary entry of Lieutenant Ralph Dorchell Doughty, and it is with the greatest honour and
respect that his set of diaries are now being looked after by members of the Kivell family so that Ralphs memory
will never be forgotten.

It also seems unlikely to me that Ralph would have given up writing entries in his set of diaries, having done so
almost continuously since the 5t April 1915. This would have been his sixth diary, and if it existed it would have
covered the remainder of March, all of April, May, June and most of July 1917. The reason for him not continuing
with his diary entries is not known, maybe his commitment to busy army life did not allow Ralph to make entries in
any more diaries.

I personally would like to think that if there was another diary that it is keeping Ralph company when he was laid to
rest in Coxyde Military Cemetery. R.I.P

Peter Kivell.




Ralph’s Memorial inserted in the Taranaki Herald on the 25th July 1918

IN MEMORIAM

DOUGHTY, - In loving remembrance of
Lieutenant R. D. Doughty. M.C.
who died of wounds in France, July
25th, 1917. His duty done.

Inserted by his loving father, sisters
and brothers.




Ralph’s Army Record

AUSTRALIAN ARMY

CENTRAL ARMY RECORDS

Regimental number: 193

Place of birth: Stratford, New Zealand

School: Stratford Public School, New Zealand

Age on arrival in Australia: 21

Religion: Church of England

Occupation: Warehouseman

Address: 'Craignathan’, Hayes Street, Neutral Bay, New South Wales
Marital status: Single

Age at embarkation: 23

Height: 5' 10.5"

Weight: 154 Ibs

Next of kin: Father, W M Doughty,

Broadway, Stratford, Taranaki, New Zealand

Previous military service: Served for 5 years in 'H' Battery, New Zealand Field Artillery; left on completion of
service.

Enlistment date: 24 August 1914

Date of enlistment from Nominal Roll 28 August 1914

Place of enlistment: Sydney, New South Wales

Rank on enlistment: Bombardier

Unit name: Field Artillery Brigade 1, Battery 2

AWM Embarkation: Roll number 13/29/1

Embarkation details: Unit embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board Transport A8 Argylishire on 18
October 1914

Rank from Nominal Roll: Lieutenant

Unit from Nominal Roll: 3rd Field Artillery Brigade

Promotions:

2nd Lieutenant

Promotion date: 12 March 1916

Lieutenant

Promotion date: 13 June 1916

Fate: Died of wounds 25 July 1917

Age at death from cemetery records: 26

Place of burial: Coxyde Military Cemetery (Plot I, Row F, Grave No 20), Belgium
Panel number, Roll of Honour, Australian War Memorial 12

Miscellaneous information from cemetery records.

Parents: William Mamby and Susanna DOUGHTY, Stratford, New Zealand

Medals: Military Cross
“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty when acting as Forward Observing Officer. He sent
back most valuable information, and was responsible for bringing artillery fire to bear on the enemy at a
critical time.”

Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' Date: 11 October 1917

Other details War service: Egypt, Gallipoli, Western Front, Passchendaele

Joined Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, Gallipoli, 20 June 1915.

Appointed Acting Corporal, 20 June 1915;

promoted Provisional Corporal, 20 June 1915.

Admitted to 11th Casualty Clearing Station, 20 July 1915 (pyrexia), and transferred to Hospital Ship; rejoined unit,

5 August 1915.

Disembarked Alexandria, 3 January 1916 (general Gallipoli evacuation).

Promoted 2nd Lieutenant,12 March 1916; Tel El Kebir.



Taken on strength, 9th Battery, 12 March 1916.

Embarked Alexandria to join the British Expeditionary Force, 23 March 1916; disembarked Marseilles, France, 29
March 1916.

Promoted Lieutenant, 13 June 1916.

Wounded in action, 18 November 1916 (buried by shell: concussed, head and shoulder), and admitted to 38th
Casualty Clearing Station; transferred to Ambulance Train No 26, 19 November 1916, and admitted to No 8
General Hospital, Rouen; transferred to England, 21 November 1916, and admitted to 3rd London General
Hospital, Wandsworth, 22 November 1916. Discharged to No 1 Command Depot, Perham Downs, 27 December
1916.

Marched out to Reserve Brigade, Australian Artillery,

Heytesbury, 21 January 1917.

Proceeded overseas to France, 31 January 1917; rejoined 3rd Field Artillery Brigade, 9 February 1917.

Awarded Military Cross.

Wounded in action (second occasion), 23 July 1917 (gun shot wound, abdomen), and admitted to 91st Field
Ambulance.

Died of wounds, 25 July 1917.

Medals: Military Cross, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

From the
Australian Army Records
and the
A.L.F. Project Database



Commemorative Scroll

e whom this secroll commemorates

was numbered among those who,
at the call of King and Country, left all
that was dear to them, endured hardness,
faced danger, and finally passed out of
the sight of men by the path of duty and
self-sacrifice, giving up their own lives
that others might live in freedom. Let
those who come after see to it that his
name is not forgotten.

Lieutenant Ralph Dorschel Doughty M.C.
3rd AFA Brigade Australian Field Artillery




Below is the website address to view the original diary transcriptions.

Diary One

Australian troops cooling off by taking a swim at Alexandria (NW). 20
H.M.S. Queen Elizabeth used to support Anzac troops at Gallipoli (GW). 21
Activity in Mudros Bay, Lemnos. 22
A view of the Gaba Tepe Landing. 24
HMAS AE2, in dock in Sydney, circa 1914. 25
The 'River Clyde' after the landing at VV Beach, Cape Helles (GW). 26
A Turkish sniper, disguised as a bush, captured by Anzacs (GW). 27
Australian 18lb gun of the 9th Brigade (AWM). 29
German Taube reconnaissance plane. 31
French battery moving a 75mm gun (CPE). 33
Landing at Cape Helles. 35
Anzac troops working the guns at Gallipoli (GWS). 37
Battery of artillery on the Gallipoli shore (GWS). 40
Diary Two

Tending to wounded Australian troops on the Gallipoli shore at ANZAC Cove. 45
A scene in Shrapnel Valley (Monash Gully). 46
Diary Three

The first fall of snow at "Anzac" Sat. evening and. Sunday Nov 27th 1915. 51
Walkers Ridge leading down to ‘W’ Beach. 53
‘W’ Beach under fire from the Turkish army during evacuation. 55
Diary Four

Alexandria quay: allied troops preparations for embarkation (GWS). 59
As a troop train carrying Australian soldiers from Marseilles to Le Havre. 62
A view of the village of Borre, in Northern France. 63
Fleurbaix battle front. 66
Australian 18lb battery gun stuck in Flanders Mud. 68
Street and church interior of Estaires. 70
Chateau de Flesselles. 75
Reserve line at Pozieres. 78
Diary Five

The town of Godewaersvelde. 83
The destruction of Cloth Hall, Ypres, Belgium. 84
Map of Ligny-Thilloy showing the trench system.88

Infantry from the 2nd Battalion, Auckland Regiment, New Zealand Division near Flers. 90
Beaulencourt. 93

Listed below are the source publications used to provide the photographs available within this section. Each photo
is believed to be copyright-expired except where indicated.

Additional photographs have been generously supplied for inclusion by site contributors: these have been similarly
identified where used.

CPE - Collier's Photographic History of the European War (New York, 1916)

GW - The Great World War: A History edited by Frank A. Mumby (Gresham Publishing Company, five volumes
1915-1917)

GWS - The Great War: The Standard History of the All Europe Conflict (volume four) edited by H. W. Wilson and
J. A. Hammerton (Amalgamated Press, London 1915)

NW - The Nations at War by Willis John Abbot (New York, 1917)

AWM - Australian War Museum
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